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Since  1927,  the  percentage  change  from  a  year  earlier  in  the 

number  of  layers  in  january  usually  has  been  about  half  as  large  as 
the  percentage  change  from  a  year  earlier  in  the  number  of  young 
stock  in  farm  flocks  the  preceding  june  i.    because  of  the  more 
favorable  feed-egg  ratio  in  prospect  for  the  remainder  of  this  year, 
however,  it  is  expected  that  from  5  to  10  percent  more  layers  will 
be  on  farms  next  january  following  the  8  percent  increase  in  the 
number  of  young  stock  on  june  i,  1941  over  june  i,  1940.    as  a  re- 
sult egg  production  next  fall  and  winter  may  be  the  largest  on  re- 
cord for  the  period. 
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THE    POULTRY    k  7  D    L  r  C-  SITUATTO"'' 

Sa^nary 

The  number  of  lavers  on  fams  in  January  1942  is  expected  to  be  from 
5  to  10  percent  larger  tnan  in  January  of  this  year. 

On  June  1  about  S  .percent  more  young  chickens  ■'yere  in  flocks  of  cron 
reporters  than  a  year  earlier.     Since  1927  the  char.fe  from  a  vear  earlier 
in  the  n'oi-iber  of  layers  on  f?rm.3  each  January  has  averaged  about  half  as 
large  as  the  change  from  a  year  earlier  in  number  of  young  chickens  reported 
in  farm  flocks  the  orevious  June  1.     Individual  instances,  ho'vever,  have 
deviated  considerably  from  this  usual  relationship.     Because  of  the  much 
more  favorable  feed-erg  ratio  in  prosoect  for  the  rest  of  19A-1  as  comoared 
with  a  year  earlier,  the  increase  in  the  n'jmber  of  layers  by  next  January 
is  exoected  to  approximate  the  increase  in  number  of  young  chic'"ens  report- 
ed in  J'une.    An  increas:-  in  laying  "locks  of  close  to  10  -percent  is  needed 
to  attain  t-he  Beparti.ient  of  AtTic  ilture '  s  goal  ■under  the  f  ood-ior-dcf ense 
program. 

Total  egp  production  now  is  about  the  same  as  a  ^':ar  ^-go.     "Sgg  pro- 
duction for  the  first  5  i-;ont'ns  of  this  year  v^as  a  little  over  3  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier,  but  sUi-irr.er  production  in  1941  is  expected  to  be 
about  tne  sa;rie  as  in  1940.     The  larger  nuraber  of  ouil-jts  raised  this  year 
7ri.ll  begin  to  shor-  up  in  laying  flocks  after  the  seasonal  lov  ooint  in  nuo;- 
ber  of  layers  in  August.     Total  egg  out  nut  next  fall  and  -'-inter,  cherefo^e, 
.:.ay  be  the  largest  on  record  for  that  loeriod. 

^^holesala  egg  orices  advanced  about  2  cents  from  mid-..ay  to  ;.iid-Jime 
and  are  nov:  3  to  9  cents  (5C-60  percent)  higher  t'lan  a  year  ago.     Et g  prices 
in  general  are  exnscted  to  continue  v.'-ell  above  those  of  a  year  earlier 
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during  the  rest  of  1941-     However,  the  increase  from  June  to  the  fall  peak 
may  be  snaller  this  year  than  last,  primarily  because  of  the  prospective 
large  fall  production. 

This  year's  large  chick  output  is  beginning  to  increase  supolies  of 
poultry  meat  materially.     Prices  of  youn:?  stock  have  declined  a  little  in 
recent  we^ks  v;hile  fcrl  prices  advanced  slightly.     Prices  of  young  stock 
noTA.f  are  the  lowest  relative  to  fovl  prices  since  1936.     This  disoarity 
probably  ^vill  continue  for  se^/eral  months  as  a  result  of  restricted  m-rk^;t- 
ings  of  fowl  and  large  supplies  of  young  stociv  to  be  marketed,     ''^ut  orices 
received  by  farmers  for  chickens  are  exoected  to  continue  higher  than  a  year 
earlier  durj.ng  tiie  remainder  of  the  year.     Turke.v  production  this  year  is 
expected  to  be  about  as  large  ?s  in  1940. 

—  Ji-uae  20,  1941 

FEED  SiriATIOI! 

Crov/ing  conditions  so  far  this  year  have  been  favoi'abl-;  Lhroughout 
practically  the  entire  Corn  Belt.     Recent  rains  nave  iiaproved  the  condition 
of  foi-age  and  feed  grain  croos  in  the  Corn  Belt  and  in  the  northeast  section 
of  the  country.     Supplies  of  corn  in  1941  -'ay  be  even  larger  than  in  1940. 
Domestic  supplies  of  oats  arid  barley  cOi^binod  r.iay  bo  a  little  larger  this 
year  than  l^stj  and  suopliis  of  wh-at  may  be  the  largest  on  record.  Current 
production  and  consumption  of  high-orotein  feeds  is  the  largest  on  record. 
Exports  uf  oUch  f  .,ods  have  been  unusually  sm3.11,  and  Lmports  have  oeen  the 
larg3st  in  recent  years. 

Feed  prices  in  geri-i^ral  advanced  sli,iiht_y  duri:;.g  the  oast  month.  On 
the  basis  of  Chicago  vrh^lesali  -orices,  howc^v^r,  corn  gl:,iten  feed,  v/heat 
middlings,  and  soybean  r.ieal  have  continued  relatively  cheaoer  than  cotton- 
seed meal  and  corn. 

In  recent  v/eeks  about  2  dozen  fe"7er  eggs  were  required  to  piirch^se 
100  pounds  of  poultry  ration  at  Chic  ro  t'lan  a  y:.ar  earlier.     The  margin 
below  the  10-year  average  is  nearly  1-1/2  doz3ns.     The  feed-egg  ratio  is 
expected  to  continue  more  favorable  to  nroducers  than  a  yjar  earlier  for 
th3  next  few  months  but  perhaps  bv  a  declining  margin. 
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Feed-egg  ratio  at  Chica^'o 


(Dozens  of  egfs  required  to  ^uy  100  oounds  -^i  poultry  ration) 
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Comirtercial  hatchinigs  continue  to 
exoeed  previous  records 

Production  of  chicks  by  co-Tinercial  hatcheries  in  the  first  5  ;noriths 
of  this  year  v,-as  about  one-fifth  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  period  a 
year  earlier.    Production  of  chicks  by  commercial  hatcheries  in  ilay  v/as  about 
one-fourth  larger  than  in-  May  1940  and  about  one-tenth  ].arger  than  the  pre- 
vious record  high  for  Day  in  1939.     The  nivaber  of  egrs  set  in  Ilay  was  about  . 
40  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  the  nu'.iber  of  chicks  on  advance 
order  on  June  1  was  about  tmce  as  large  as  on  June  1,  1940.     In  the  3  im- 
portant iiionths  of  hatching  for  flock  renl?  cer?'it  (March  to  i-Iay)  total  hatchery 
output  'vas  about  14  percent  larger  th':n  in  the  corresT-.onding  jr.cn  bhs  of  1940. 
In  recent  years  close  to  70  visrcent  of  tae  ar.r;;al  hatchery  output  of  chicks 
has  been  produced  in  thes-.'-  3  month:". 

Despite  the  record  hatcnory  output  to  date  this  year,  the  average 
number  of  chicks  and  young  chickens  in  flocks  of  croo  reporters  on  June  1 
'■■■.'■as  only  about  8  pei-cent  larger  than  a  yesr  earlier.     The  increase  over  a 
year  'earlier  may  bo  larger  for  hatchery  outout  than  for  indicated  nu^ibe-^s  of 
young  stock  on  hand  for  wc  reasons.    First,  broiler  oroducti.on  apnears  to 
be  by  far  the  largest  on  recor-d  and,  second,  farmers  probably  home-hatched  a 
sm-aller  proportion  of  "fheir  chicks  this  year  than  last.     The  average  ^rice 
naid  bv  farmers  in  th.i  United  States  per  100  chicks  this  year,  as  reoorted 
by  the  Agricultiiral  Ilarketing  Service,  -'^as  only  4  percent  (31  cents)  hi'^-her 
than  in  1940,  but  total  cash  farm  income  to  date  this  ye.-^r  has  been  -^ell 
above  a  year  earlier  and  income  from  eggs  has  been  particularly  favorable. 

FCG  SI'^'-AT'IOU 

number  of  layers  expected  to 
increa.'j  J  5.       10  p  jrcent 

The  3''e.'"r-to-year  changes  in  the  average  niLmber  of  young  stock  in 
flocks  of  crop  reporters  on  eelected  dates  and  th:;  chanri..s  irorri  year  to 
year  in  n!ir.;bers  of  layers  in  January  are  pr^^soxited  in  the  following  table: 
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;JiT;.b'^r  of  "i.ayf^r?  in  January  -vrid  chick?  r?.n'l  yo'in^-"  chici-:''n.s  in  farm 
flocks  on  selected  dat'SS,  United  ;3tc.tes,  192L'-41 
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1/  Pr-li!:iiniry. 


5inc3  1927,  the  percantare  chaT.pe  co:;rar3d  to  a  y  .ar  '^arlicr  in  the 
nunber  cf  layers  on  farms  each  J's.nua.ry  has  averaged  a>^out  h^lf  as  laree  as 
che  percjntare  chani;9  m  the  n'ir.ibsr  of  3''ounf^  ciiic!v:;ns  rc-T^ort-ed  in  farm  flocks 
the  previous  June  1.     In  scne  year?.  lic^Tevir,  the  rct'jal  chanf!-.  v/as  consider- 
ably different  fron  this  avera£-e  r--^lationship.     In  1^39-40,  for  examijle,  the 
increase  in  layers  v^as  sLightly  larger  chan  the  increas  ^  in  number  of  young 
chickerxs.     Because  cf  the  much  nor:,  f'ivorable  fee:'-ej^  ratio  in  prosn^ct  for 
Lhe  remainder  of  this  year  conparsd  to  3  year  e-^rlier,  the  nuiaber  of  layers 
on  farms  in  January  1942  is  exoect-jd  to  lie  from  5  to  10  percent  i-rger  than 
in  January  1941.    An  increase  of  about  10  oercent  is  necessary  to  attain  the 
Depirtment  of  A^-riculLure '  s  goal  for  ■'^xp-^nsicn  cf  la.yiny  flockb  '.inder  the 
f ood-f or-def ense  pi'o^ra.Ti.     The  lar^^^st  pyevious  increase  in  tne  number  of 
layers  occurred  in  1936-37  when  th^  nuiT'O-.-r  in  January  1937  v'as  5-4  percent 
larger  th'?n  in  January  1936. 

The  increas.js,  by  regions,  i.n  the  average  number  of  young  chick3ns  in 
flocks  of  crop  reporters  on  June  1  -r^ere  as  follows:     TJorth  Atl^^ntic,  4  per- 
cent; East  North  Gentrel,  5  percent:  '''est  i-JerLh  Central,  11  percent;  South 
Atl';ntic,  3  ^)ercent;  South  Central^  10  percent;  and  '"estern.  20  percent. 


Kumber  of  layers  declining  less  than  usual 

The  decline  in  tne  average  number  of  lavers  per  flock  during  the  first 


four  months  of  thie  veer  was  =eout  the 


■s  a  ye-r  jarlier.     Since  rJay  1, 


however,  the  effects  en  these  numbers  of  the  higher  egg  prices  and  Government 
encouragcmient  to  restrict  fowl  m.arketings  have  bjcom.o  noticeable.     The  decline 
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in  the  average  nMrnc^r  of  layers  per  flock  fro.T.  V.&y  1  to  o'une  1  thin  .year 
was  less  tlian  either  tne  1940  cr  lO-year  average  decline  for  that  period, 
luoreover,  receipts  of  live  fowl  at  nid-western  nrinary  .-narkets  in  recent 
vj-ee'ks  have  been  as  miich  as  45  percent  smaller  than  '  year  earlier.     The  de- 
cline in  nunibers  of  layers  for  June  and  July  is  ■<.,      :ted  to  be  much  less 
than  in  the  correspondiiig  iiionths  of  1940  and  the  ills.  -cSse  from  Sept-ember  to 
January  ma^"  be  the  sharpest  on  record  as  a  result  of  restricted  marketings 
of  fowls  and  the  increased  r/imber  of  chickens  raised  on  fariis  i.his  year. 

The  monthly  output  of  eggs  per  ].ayor  in  ilay  was  2  percent-  higher 
than  a  year  earlier,  but  total  egg  output  for  the  month  "-as  1  percent  s.-ialler 
than  a  year  earlier  because  of  the  3  percent  fevfer  layers.     The  monthly  out- 
put per  layer  for  the  first  5  months  of  this  year  averaged  6  percent  higher 
than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1940.    Total  egg  production,  Lhercfore, 
in  the  period  January-l.iay  of  this  year  'vas  a  little  over  3  percent  larger 
than  a  year  earlier  despite  the  2  to  3  percent  fewer  layers  on  farms  per 
month.     Total  egg  production  this  summer  is  expected  to  be  about  the  same  as 
that  of  last  summ.er.    ^''ith  a  5-  to  10-percent  increase  in  layers  and  norm.al 
weather,  however,  total  egg  production  next  fall  and  7d.nter  probably  vt.11  be 
larger  than  the  record  output  in  the  fall  and  -/dnter  of  1940-41. 


Nuinber  of  lavsrs  on  farms.  United  States 
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1930-39- 

332 

325 

315 

301 

284 

267 

253 

246 

256 

278 

300 

322 
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293 
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316 
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Average  number  of  eggs  producid  per  layjr,  United  States 


Year 

, Jan.  [ 
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i.Iarch] 
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Jane  * 

-■-il.3'  ! 
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Sept . ; 
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No. 
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Mo. 

Mo. 
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No. 
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1930-39 

6.6 

8.9 

14.3 

16. 

n 

16.8 

14. 2 

1  0  '7 
.  ( 

11.2 

8.9 

6.8 

5.0 

5.2 

1938 

7.9 

9.9 

15.4 

17. 

5 

17.3 

14.9 

13.6 

11.8 

9.4 

7.5 

5.9 

6.L 

1939 

.  8.0 

9.7 

14.9 

17. 

g 

17.0 

14.6 

13.2 

11.7 

9.3 

7.4 

6.0 

6.8 

1940 

7.2 

9.0 

14.4 

16. 

5 

17.0 

U.8 

13.4 

11.8 

9.7 

7.9 

6.2 

6.8 

1941 

.  8.7 

10.3 

15.0 

16. 

9 

17 . 4 
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Total  farm  production  of  eggs.  United  States 


Year 

Jan  • 

r  e  □  • 

Apr . 
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June 

.  Aug. 

epb  • 

Iv  ov. 
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r       l.iJ  L  • 
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i'/JJ.  X  • 
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iVjl  X  • 
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ivU.  i  . 

i.'iX  X  • 

»  O  cX  O  O  O 

^  o  c  c 

u  ri  b  e  S 

easy  s 

#*i  c  f 

c  as  ss 
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l~i  f> 

c  ases 

/**  o  C" 

c  as  es 

c  a  o  G  c 

'  a  'ii  s 

cases 

1930-39 

6.0 

8.0 

12.5 

13.9 

15.2 

10.5 

8.9 

7.6 

£.4 

0.2 

4.1 

4.7 

1938 

•  6.7 

3.3 

12.5 

13.5 

12.6 

10.3 

8.9 

7.D 

6.4 

5.6 

4.8 

5.5 

193S 

■  7.2 

3.5 

12.6 

13.8 

13.0 

10.6 

9.1 

7.8 

6.5 

5.7 

5.1 

6.1 

1940 

6.7 

8.2 

12.7 

14.0 

13.7 

11.1 

9.4 

8.1 

7.0 

6.1 

5.2 

6.0 

1941  : 

7.9 

9.1 

12.8 

13.9 

15.5 

Current  stocks  of  shell  eggs  smaller  than  a 
year  earlier  but  frozen  stocks  larger 


The  iveekly  net  into-storage  movement  of  shell  eggs  since  the  season 
began  has  averaged  smaller  than  in  1940.    Total  United  States  stocks  on  June  1 
were  10  percent  smaller  than  a  yecx  earlier,  Tfhale  privately  OT.Tied  stocks  ivere 
12  percent  SDialler.    The  Departm^eiit  of  Agriculture  Iield  415,000  cases  this  year 
on  the  frj-st  of  June  compared  mth  318,000  on  June  1,  1940. 

The  Tfeekly  net  into-storage  movem.ent  for  frozen  eggs  this  season  has 
averaged  heavier  than  a  year  earlier.    On  Jvme  1,  stocks  vrere  15  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  the  largest  on  record  for  that  date.    June  1 
stocks  of  all  shell  eggs  and  shell-egg  equivalent  of  frozen  eggs  were  only  1 
percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 


Eggs:    Storage  stocks  in  t he  United  States  and  storage 
movem.ent  at  26  mai-kets 


:  United 

vStates 

Into 

-storage 

movement 

,  v/eek  ending  as 

of  1941 

Year 

stocks 

:-  May 

June 

:     Ju  ly 

IJay  1 

:  June  1 

31 

:  7 

14 

:  21 

:  28 

:  5 

Shell:. 

1,000 
cases 

1,000 

cp.ses 

1,000 
cases 

1,000 

cases 

1,000 

cases 

1,000 

cases 

1,000 

cases 

1,000 

cases 

Aver  age 
1930-39 

:  4,131 

6,868 

354 

291 

234 

179 

130 

89 

1939 
1940 
1941 

3,357 
:l/  3,316 
:l/  2,815 

5,830 
1/  5,662 
1/2/4,962 

338 
323 
159 

279 
377 
263 

249 
341 
185 

156 
257 

86 
180 

56 
99 

Frozen : 
Average 
1930-39 

2,277 

2,995 

1939 
1940 
1941 

2,559 
:  2,270 
2,844 

3,369 
3,537 
2/4,060 

102 
157 
170 

112 
181 
148 

117 
136 

199 

109 
141 

71 

105 

52 
93 

1/  Excludes  Surplus  L&rketing  Administration  holdings  as  f ollov;s :    Fay  1,  1940, 
25,000  cases;  June  1,  1940,  318,000  cases;  May  1,  1941,  215,000  cases;  and 
June  1,  1941,  415,000  cases.    Z/  Preliminary. 
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Liquid  egg  production  in  the  first  4  rionths  of  this  year-  ivas  about  27 
percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Dried  egg  production  probably  v.'B.s  pro- 
portionately larger,  since  the  percentage  of  liquid  egg  output  dried  each 
month  V1B.S  about  the  same  as  in  early  194C.    Eriraea'ily  because  of  the  heavy 
demands  for  dr^dng  purposes,  total  production  of  liquid  eggs  in  1P41  probably 
vail  be  much  larger  than  the  previous  record  high  output  in  1937. 

Eggs  purchased  b;;-  the  Department 
of  Agricul-'cure 

In  the  middle  of  i:!'ay  the  Department  of  Agriculture  began  purchasing 
dried  and  frozen  egg  products  in  addition  to  shell  eggs»    The  quantities  of 
eggs  end  egg  products  purchased  since  the  first  of  llay  are  sho-vm  in  the  fol- 
lordng  table  v/ith  cpmparable  figures  for  direct  purchases  of  shell  eggs  for 
the  corresponding  vreolcs  in  1940.  ■  .  ■ 

Purchases  of  eggs  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 


:  Shell 

:  Frozen 

Dried 

Week  ending 

as  of  1941 

:          '  1S4C           !  ' 

1941 

'.    .  1941 

!  1941 

'  Cases 

Cases 

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

liay  3 

:  34,099 

141,756 

10 

55,852 

137,606 

17 

80,591 

103,233 

12,642 

618 

24 

254,296 

42,000 

1,247 

100 

31  : 

260,475 

35,600 

1,658 

157 

June  7  : 

263,265 

25,201 

1,379 

145 

14 

233,560 

10,400 

1,776 

350 

21  : 

199,261 

28  : 

161,895 

Total  direct  purchases  of  eggs  in  May  this  year  (shell  eggs  plus  ap- 
proximate shell-erg  equivalent  of  egg  products)  v;ere  about  half  again  as 
large  as  total  direct  purchases  in  May  1940,    The  rate  of  purchase  of  all 
products  combined  in  early  June,  hov/ever,  ^vas  lower  than  a  year  earlier.  In 
June  1940,  a  total  of  870,000  cases  of  e  ggs  were  piorchased  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.     (Data  on  direct  and  Blue  Stamp  purchases  of  eggs  by  months 
from  January  1940  to  date  n^re  presented  in  the  I'ay  issue  of  this  report.) 

Egg  price-increase  resumed 

l^Jholesale  egg  prices  advanced  about  2 _  cents  from  mid-May  to  mid-June 
after  rem.aining  about  steady  from  early  April  to  ■  mid-I.^jr,    They  are  norr  3  to 
9  cents  higher  than  a  year  ago.    Egg  prices  generally  remain  about  the  same 
or  decline  slightly  from  mid-May  to  mid-June.    The  margin  of  this  year's  farm 
price  over  that  of  a  year  earlier  widened  from  less  than  1  cent  in  mdd-March 
to  about  5  cents  in  mid-I.'!ay,    Factors  contributing  to  the  m.arked  contra- 
seasonal  advance  during  the  past  3  or  4  months  are:     (1)  A  sharply  rising 
consumer  demand  in  this  country,  (2)  large  purchases  by  the  Departmient  of 
Agriculture  for  domestic  purposes  and  for  export,  (3)  a  record  strong  demand 
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for  eggs  from  hatcheries 
egg-drying  industries. 


and  (4)  capacity  operations  in  the  egg-breaking  and 


Consumer  incomes  are  expected  to  continue  to  expand  during  the  re- 
mainder of  this  year,  but  furtlier  adv-ances  in  egg  prices  vri  11  tend  to  be 
restricted  to  some  extent  as  production  increases  later  in  the  year  as  com- 
pared ■V'^ith  a  year  eejrlier  said  as  a  larger  proportion  of  current  production  of  ^| 
eggs  becom.es  available  for  current  human  consuraption.    Requirem,ents  of  eggs 
for  both  hatching  and  for  egg-breaking  operations  are  greatest  in  the  spring 
mionths.    The  egg-drjang  industry  this  year  vdll  operate  longer  than  usual  in 
order  to  fulfill  requirements  under  the  f ood-f or-defense  program. 


Pi'ice  per  dozen  received  by  farmers  for  eggs.  United  States 


Year 

:  Jan. 

:  Feb. 

:  liar. 

:  Apr. 

:  I.fey 

:  June 

:  July 

:  Aug. 

:Sept .  : 

Oct. 

:  I'lov.: 

Dec . 

15 

:  15 

:  15 

:  15 

:  15 

•  15 

:  15 

:     15  : 

15 

:     15  : 

15 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Certs 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Average • 

1930-39 

22.8 

18.8 

16,1 

16.0 

15.9 

15.7 

17.0 

18.7 

21.9 

24.7 

28,2 

26.3 

1938 

21.6 

16,4 

16.2 

15. C 

17.6 

18.2 

19.9 

21.0 

24.9 

27.1 

29.0 

27,8 

1939  : 

18.8 

16.7 

16.0 

15,5 

15.2 

14.9 

16.5 

17.5 

20.6 

22.9 

25.8 

20.5  i 

1940 

18.3 

20.2 

15.4 

15.0 

15,1 

14.4 

16.4 

17.2 

21.0 

23.7 

26,2 

26.8 

1941  : 

19.7 

16,8 

16.4 

19.7 

20.1 

POULTRY  SITUATIOH 


Large  hatch  beginnin-;  to  increase 


meat  supplies  materially 

Farm  m.arketings  of  total  poultry  at  central  vrestern  primary  markets  in 
recent  Tjeeks  have  been  10  to  20  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  Market- 
ings of  young  stock  at  these  markets  have  been  nearly  tmce  those  in  the  cor- 
responding period  of  194^0,  bizt  ford  m.arketings  have  been  as  much  as  45  per- 
cent smaller.    The  number  of  foyj-ls  on  fsj^ms  has  been  a  little  smaller  than  a 
year  earlier,  and  the  rate  of  culling  in  recent  vveeks  has  been  restricted  by 
the  much  higher  egg  prices.    This  probably  was  fairly  general  for  the  entire 
c  ountry . 

Receipts  of  dressed  potiltry  at  four  markets 
 (iTew  York,  Chicago ,  Phi ladelphia,  Boston)  


Year 


Average 
1930-39 

1939 
1940 
1941 


Week  ending  as  of  1941 


Apr 


my 


June 


July  ;  Aug. 
5       :     30     :  25 


Oct. 


26     ;  24  31  :__]_  ;     14     ;     21     :  23  

1,000    1,000  T,000    1,000     1,000    1,000    1,000     1,000     1,000'  1,000 

: pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds  pounds 

3,793    4,501  4,615    4,967    5,150    5,274    5,428    4,682    5,308  7,641 

3,640    5,749  5,668    6,823    6,436    6,515    6,139    5,357    6,081  8,438 

4,623    6,671  5,522    6,609    6,726    6,584    6,653    6,044    7,547  9,796 

4,348    6,344  6,380    6,959  6,620 


THE  POULTRY  SITUATION  ATA  GLANCE 


POUNDS 
(  MILLIONS  ) 
40 


30 


20 


10 


RECEIPTS  OF  POULTRY 
AT  FOUR  MARKETS 


7940 


0 

MILLIONS 


200 


POUNDS 

(  MILLIONS  ) 


100 


0 

CENTS  PER 

POUND        FARM  PRICE  OF  CHICKENS 


1  5 


13 


11 

JAN.       APR.      JULY       OCT.  '       JAN.       APR.      JULY  OCT. 

A.  M.  S.  DATA  ^  FIRST  OF  THE  MONTH  *  INCLUDES  BROILBRS.  FRYERS  AND  ROASTERS 


*  DATA  FOR  I94I  ARE  PRELIMINARY 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Figure  2 
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The  movement  of  young  stock  off  forms  durine;  the  remainder  of  this  year 
mil  be  heavy,  reflecting  the  larger  number  of  chickens  raised  on  farms.  Par- 
ing the  next  several  months  marketings  of  chickens  from  the  general  farming 
areas  v/ill  tend  to  lessen  the  volume  of  commercial  broilers  needed  to  supply 
market  requirements  of  live  young  chdckens. 

Storage  stocks  of  all  poultry  now 
about  the  sane  as  n  year  ago 


With  the  exception  of  turkeys,  stocks  of  all  classes  of  poultry  on 
June  1  \vere  larger  than  a  ^'■ear  earlier.    The  margin  of  total  stocks  over  a 
year  earlier,  hor.'ever,  v\ras  narrov/er  on  June  1  than  it  has  been  for  several 
Fionths,    Stocks  of  fowls  declined  more  during  I 'ay  this  year  than  a  year 
earlier,  reflecting  the  higher  prices  and  restricted  sales  of  fowls  by  farm- 
ers.   Tile  net  decline  in  storage  stocks  of  turkeys  also  I'.-as  larger  than  a 
year  earlier,  reflecting  the  continued  strong  demand  for  turkey  meat.  Storage 
holdings  of  young  stock  declined  less  than  usual  during  May  apparently  as  a 
result  of  the  increased  chicken  production. 

Stocks  of  trjrkeys  on  June  1  Twere  24  percent  sm.aller  than  the  record 
June  1  holdings  in  1940,    Holdings  of  other  classes  v/ere  above  a  year  earlier 
as  follows:    Broilers,  19  percent;  fryers,  95  percent;  roasters,  126  percent; 
foY^ls,  26  percent;  and  ducks,  60  percent. 


Poultry:   Storage  stocks  in  the  United  States  and 
storage  movement  at  26  markets 


:  United 

States 

:  Sto 

raT.e  m.oT 

week  ending 

as  of 

1941 

Year 

;  sto' 

?.k-:; 

:     F^y  : 

June 

:  July 

:    May  1 

;  ,;wr.e  1 

I                   —  I 

7 

:  21 

:  28 

:  5 

!  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1/000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Average 

1950-39  . 

61,170 

51,065 

-1,222 

-795 

-385 

-  62 

-323 

-  77 

1939  ! 

70,568 

6C,796 

+  327 

+658 

-  42 

+  506 

-783 

-430 

1940  ! 

86,225 

76,904 

-  272 

+356 

+2,048 

+1,634 

+817 

-  27 

1941  ! 

101,129 

l/C7,427 

-  £94 

-  2 

-450 

T7  Prelim.insry. 


Fovj'l  prices  Gtren'-;;ther  but  prices  of 
young  stock  decline  som.ewhat 


Prices  of  fovds  at  y/holesale  markets  have  continued  about  steady  since 
early  April,  reflecting  the  strong  consumer  demand  and  restricted  culling  of 
farm  flocks.    Usually  the  fovd  price  starts  declining  in  late  Fay  or  early 
June  as  the  heavy  m.ovement  off  farms  gets  under  v/ay,    Y.Tiolesale  prices  of 
fowl  at  Chicago  in  early  June  -vyere  5  to  7  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  of  young  stock  in  mid-June,  on  the  other  ha.nd,  averaged  about  the  same 
as  a  year  earlier.     Fowl  prices  now  are  t?ie  highest  in  relation  to  young  stock 
since  the  unusually  heavy  marketings  of  young  chickens  in  1936, 
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The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  in  mid-J.^y  Tras 
nearly  3  cents  higher  than  a  year  eai'lier  and  the  highest  for  that  date  gin6e3 
1936,    Despite  tho  e^zpected  larger  narketings  of  chickens  in  the  next  several 
months,  prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  during  the  remainder  of  1941 
probably  rail  oe  above  those  of  a  ye?r  earlier.    The  prospective  snaller  sup- 
ply of  pork  is  a  strengthening  factor  to  chicken  prices.    Moreover,  a  given 
increase  in  consuner  incomes  appears  to  result  in  a  greater  increase  in  demand 
for  chickens  than  for  eggs. 


Fl'ice  per  pound  received  by  farmers  for  chickens. 
United  States 


Year 

:  Jan. 

:  15 

:  Feb. 

:  I^iar. 
:  15 

:  Apr. 

:  15 

:  iviay 
:  15 

:  June 
:  15 

:  July: 
:     15  : 

Aug. 

15 

:3ept. : 
:     15  : 

Oct. 

15 

:  Nov, 

:  15 

:  Dec  • 

:  15 

:  Cents 

Cents" 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cent  5! 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Average 

1930-39 

:  14.0 

14,2 

14.4 

15. C 

14,7 

14.4 

14.1 

14.  C 

14.5 

13.7 

13.3 

12.9 

1938 

:  16.7 

16.0 

15.9 

16.2 

16.1 

15.7 

15  .C 

14.2 

14.3 

13,6 

13,6 

15.6 

1939     •  : 

14.0 

14.2 

14.3 

14.4 

13.9 

13.4 

13.7 

13.0 

13.6 

12.7 

12.4 

11.7 

1940 

12.0 

12.2 

12.8 

12.9 

13.6 

13.3 

13.6 

13.4 

13,7 

13.5 

13.1 

15,0 

1941  : 

13.7 

14,0 

14,4 

15.7 

15.3 

DOIESTIC  DEIvIAJID 


Industrial  production  rose  to  a  record  high  level  in  Ilay,  is  rising 
further  in  June,  and  is  expected  to  continue  to  follow  a  general  upi^'ar-d  course 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.    Incomes  of  consumers  already  are  sub- 
stantially above  the  average  rate  for  1940.    With  more  industrial  plants  com- 
ing into  operation  and  T;age  rates  increasing  generally,  consumer  incomes  mil 
continue  to  expand.    Despite  increased  taxes  and  continued  heav^-  purchases  of 
Goverrjn-^nt  securities  by  the  public,  the  total  amount  of  money  left  for  ex- 
penditures for  consujtier  goods  in  the  fiscal  year  1942  mil  approach  the  record 
established  i::  1929.    T^e  per  capita,  peak  of  a  decade  a;r,o  probably  mil  not  be 
reached,  hovever,  since  the  total  population  noiv  is  about  7  percent  larger 
than  in  1929. 


Underlying  econom.io  conditions  remaiia  definitely  favorable  to  further 
advances  in  ti.e  general  price  level.    The  extent  and  rate  of  further  gains  vill 
continue  to  be  modified  by  the  vigor  mth  T.-hich  C-overnm.ent  controls  are  applied. 

Index  m-'inbers  of  nonagri cultural  income 


Jan.  J  Feb.j  Ear.;  Apr.;  Ilay  ;  JuneJ  July  J  Aug.  J  Sept.;    Oct.;  Eov,;  Dec. 


83.4    83.1    33.4     32.9    82.4    83.6    82.7    82.5    82.1    82.3    82.3  S2.7 


Year 

;  Jan, 

;  Feb. 

Average 

1930-33 

:  83.4 

83.1 

1939 

90.6 

90.9 

1940  : 

96.9 

96.2 

1941 

104.7 

105.6 

JLITE  19'41 


WHOIIESALS  PRICES  ^OF  LIVE  E07,T:S  AJTD  CHICICSNS 
AT' CHICAGO,'  1530-31  TO  l^^lO-^-l 

The  accompanying  chart  and  tables  show  monthly  price  quotations  for 
specified  breeds  c-nd  market  classes  of  live  fowls  'and.  chickens  at  Chic^^^-^o 
from  1930  to  date.    In  presentin.e;  these  data  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
elim.inate  some  of  th.^  confusion  which  has  resulted  from  variatioi:s  from 
year  to  year  anc'.  season  to  season  in -the  ma^rketing  terms  used.  Because 
of  the  variations  in  term.s  employed' it  has  been  difficalt  heretofore  to 
compile  continuous  quotations  on  a  single  class  of  poultry  over  a  period 
of  years.    To  add  to  ^ho  confusion,  the  m.arkot  terminology  in  a  number  of 
cases  has  been  quite  different  from  that  used  by  the  general  public. 

The  tcra  chicken,  as  used  in  the  market,  applies  to  all  birds  imc'er 
a  year  .old,  and  includes  the  market  classes:     broilers,  fryers,  and  roasters. 
It  is  so  used  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

The  term  fojvl,  as  used  in  the  m.arket,  refers  to  matirre  hens.    In  the 
case  of  live  birds,  the  terms  hens ,  fowl,  and  fo-.yls  are  used  interch<?ngoably ; 
in  the  case  of  dressed  birds,  only  the  terms  fowl  and  fowls  are  custompjrily 
used.    This  terminology  also  is  followed  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

The  term,  spring  chicken,  as  used  in  the  market,  generally  applies  to 
two  classes  of  roasting  chickens:     li£::ht-veigh 0  roasters  and  heav^''  roasters. 
To  avoid  .confusion,  these  more  specific  terms  arc  used  in  the  accomToonying 
tables  .and  discursion  vhen  the  broo.der  term,  mi'ht  be  misleading. 

Source  and  availability  of  data 

Two  principal  sources  of  historical  da.ta  on    wholesale  prices  of 
farm  products  at  Chicago  are  available,  and  both  have  been  used  in  preparing 
the  accompanying  tables.    The  older  of  the  tv/o,  the  (Chicago)  Daily  Trade 
Bulletin  (produce  section),  was  first  published  in  1367.    The  second  source, 
the  Chicago  Price  Current,  was  first  published  in  I93I.    Similar  data  wore 
carried  in  both  publications  from  I93I  to  1937  but  since  July  of  the  latter 
year  the  Price  Current  alone  has  been  published. 

Continuous  price  quotations  on  live  broilers  have  been  available 
since  January  21,  I936.    Prior  to  that  time  r.ricos  -worc  ouoted  only  in  the 
important  marketing  months.    For  exainple,  in  I52O  quotations  were  given 
from  May  9  until  late  summer.    The  length  of  the  period  during  which  these 
prices  were  quoted  in  any  one  year  gradually  lengthened  until,  in  1930 » 
quotations  were  cp-rried  from  January  8  to  September  2.  .Each  yea-r  there- 
after prices  were  quo  tod  later  in  the  fall,  czi6.  in  I936  the  quotations  v/ere 
continued  through  the  Christmas  holiday  season  rrA  into  the  'next  y^.-ar. 

Since  I93O,  lorices  of  live  roasters  (spring  chickens)  have  been 
quoted  dwing  aJjout  10  months  of  the  year.     Continuous  quotations  have 
been  available  siiico  January  2^,  I93S.    Live  fryer  prices  have  been  quoted 
in  from  J,  to  Z  months  out  of  the  year. 
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Compiling  the  data 

The  daily  prices  used  in  preparing  the  tables  were  compiled  from 
the  (Chicago)  Dally  Trade  Bulletin  or  the  Chicago  Price  Cu.rrent  for  all 
types  and  "breeds  of  live  broilers,  fryers  and  roasters  (spring  chickens) 
except  the  lowest  ,gra.des,  i.e.,  number  2's  and  bareba,cks.    In  all  years, 
except  1930,  separate  prices  were  listed  in  these  trade  publications  for 
White  (Pljnnouth)  Eock,  (Barred)  Plj^outh  Rock  and  Colored  breeds  during 
most  of  the  period  in  which  prices  vrere  quoted.    Prices  of  Leghorn  broilers 
and  Leghorn  chickens  wore  listed  during  at  least  part  of  each  year,  and  all 
available  quota.ticns  were  compiled.    Prices  of  hoavj^  and  mediuin-he,avy  live 
hens  also  were  compiled. 

Prices  on  these  classes  were  given  in  the  trade  publications  for  a 
variety  of  weights  varying  from,  year  to  year  and  sea.son  to  season*  Kovfover, 
by  observing  when  one  price  series  left  off  and  another  began  and  by  ob~ 
serving  the  relative  prices  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  each  period,  many 
discontinuous  series  \7cre  combined  in  the  tables  into  a  relatively  fev;  con- 
tinuous series. 

A  marketing  season  beginning  on  April  1  ws-s  adopted.    The  farm 
hatching  season  is  roughly  March,  April,  and  Mo,y.    Prices  for  the  season 
beginning  April  1  therefore  would  be  for  chickens  from  only  one  f.arm  hatch- 
ing season. 

Major  series  of  prices  on  the  heavy  breeds 
of  live  chickens 

In  general,  at  ax.y  one  time,  the  heavy  breeds  of  live  broilers  were 
listed  in  the  trade  publications  under  a  sin.:,'le  weight  classif icaotion.  The 
vreights  varied  from,  tine  to  time  but  the  la.si.  price  a;aotation  under  one 
weight  vfa.s  usually  approximately  equal  to  the  first  price  quotation  under 
the  new  v/eight.    Thus  the  various  quotations  could  be  combined  into  a  single 
series.    The  ma,xi.mu!a  iveight  in  any  year  for  these  birds  was  2-1/2  pounds 
and  the  most  common  quotation  was  for  "up  to  ajid  including  2  pounds".  Since 
1936  live  broiler  prices  have  been  quoted  continuously. 

Quotations  for  the  heavy  breeds  of  fryers  were  likewise  generally 
listed  under  a  single-vreight  classification.    The  most  com.mon  quotation 
for  this  class  was  "over  2  pounds  and  including  3  pounds".     The  nijjuber  of 
months  in  any  one  year  in  which  fryer  prices  are  quoted  va.ries  grea,tly  from 
yea.r  to  yea.r  but  no  significant  trends  in  the  nur.iber  of  months  arc  a.pparcnt. 
The  average  num.bcr  of  months  in  which  fryer  prices  were  quoted  was  5»S» 
Quotations  began  in  the  period  February  to  Ma^  and  ended  in  the  period  July 
to  Septer.bOr, 

Quotations  for  the  heavy  breeds  of  roasters  (scoring  chickens)  were 
generally  listed  luiclcr  two  weight  cla.ssif  ications.     Quo  tat  ions  .  for  the 
lighter  v/eights  yrero  given  during  9  to  12  months  out  of  the  year  v.herea.s 
quotations  for  the  hea-vier  weights  generally  were  given  in  those  months 
when  quotations  on  fryers  were  not  given.     V/cights  for  lii?ht  roasters  ha.ve 
usually  included  "over  3  pounds  cind  under  h  iiour-.c". s "  but  have  occasionally 


included  "-jndor  5  rounds".     The  wei^rhbs  for  heavy  rcastera  have  hecn  "I4. 
poimds  ar,d  over"  or  "5  poonds  and  over",  depending  on  the  weight  classi-  ' 
fication  for  Ij.ght  roasters.  j 

By  comhining  si.Tnilar  discontinuous  scries,  it  wPs  rosf-iiric  to  oTd- 
tain  four  series  of  prices  on  the  hea^/y  iDreeds  of  live  ch'ickons,  tv;o  of  j 
which  were  approximately  continuous  throughout  the  year  aiid  the  other  two  ' 
of  which  together  wore  r.uoted  continuously  although  the  tv;o  parts  uorc  for 
quite  different  v,rei;';hts .    The  series  are  as  follo'I's:     (l)  broilers,  gener- 
ally including  birds  up  to  2  pounds,  (2)  fryers,  including  birds  weighing 
over  2  and  up  to  3  pounds,  generally  quoted  fron  April  to  Sortenber, 

(3)  light  roasters,  generally  including  birds  over  3  and  under  k  pounds, 

(4)  heavy  roasters,  including  birds  weighing  over  U  pounds,  quoted  in  those 
months  v/hen  fryer  prices  are  not  quoted.     In  19^0,  hovrovor,  quotations  were 
not  given  for  fryers,  but  both  the  hea\-y  coid  light-weight  roaster  nuotations 
were  carried  throughout  the  year.     Since  1931,  separate  ouotations  on  each 
of  these  classes  have  been  available  for  (Barred)  Plymouth  Rock,  Wl:ito 
(Plymouth)  Rock,  and  Colored  breeds.    Monthly  average  quotations  for  these 
breeds  and  classes  are  given  in  tables  1,  2,  and  3.^ 

The  heavy  breeds  generally  include  (Barred)  Plymouth  Rocks,  ?niite 
(Plymouth)  Rocks,  and  Colored.     The  first  two  classifications  include  birds 
of  other  breeds  having  approximately  the  same  quality  as  the  two  ty-oes  of 
Rocks.    The  Colored  breeds  include  Rhode  Island  Reds  and  birds  of  some 
other  breeds  not  meeting  the  general  standards  cf  the  first  two  classes. 
Separate  quotations  are  given  in  the  trade  "oublications  for  the  Leghorn 
DJid  Black  breeds* 

Major  scries  of  prices  for  live  leghorn  chickens 

QTiotations  on  heavy  and  light-vToight  Leghorn  broilers  generally  were 
available  in  the  trade  publications  during  about  the  same  loeriod  as  \70re 
fryer  prices.    Light-w-eight  Leghorn  broilers  were  variously  listed  as  "under 
1-1/2  pounds",  "ujidor  2  pounds",   "2  poxonds  ajid  under",  -rnd  during  short 
periods  in  I939  and  I9U0  as  "2-1/2  ro-onds  and  imder".    Heavy  Leghorn 
broilers  included  all  -uhc  heavier  young  birds  with  no  miiximiom  weight 
specified.     Sometime  betv;een  September  and  Ja^iuary  in  each  year,  cxco-ot 
I9UO-U1,  the  quotaticn  for  hea^vy  Leghorn  broilers  was  dropped  and  a  Quo- 
tation for  Leghorn  chickens  was  added  at  about  the  sajne  price.    This  quo- 
tation generally  was  continued  until  March  or  A^ril.    Monthly  prices  for 
these  classes  are  given  in  table  h. 

The  quotations  on  hea\'y  broilers  and  Leghorn  chickens  were  sometimes 
listed  in  the  trade  publications  under  "broilers"  and  sometimes  under 
"spring  chickens".    However,  the  weights  for  the  hea^/;^  broilers  were  more 
nearly  equal  to  those  for  broilers  in  the  hea.vy  breeds  than  to  those  for 
roasters;  hence  the  term  "heavy  broilers"  has  been  adopted  in  the  tables. 
Hov/ever,  during  the  time  of  year  that  quo  tactions  on  Leghorn  chickens  are 
given,  the  birds  cxc  not  of  sufficient  quality  to  v.-arrant  placing  them  in 
cither  a,  broiler  or  a  roaster  class.    Hence  the  term  "Leghorn  chickens" 
has  been  retained.    At  any  given  time,  prices  on  this  class  were  the 
lowest  of  any  compiled. 
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Prices  of  the  he avy  breeds  of  hens 

Qp.otations  on  live  fowls  or  hens  have  "been  comDiled  for  two  weight 
classifications,  heavy  and  meditim  heaver.     Since  1932»  quotations  given 

in  the  trade  ptibli  cat  ions  have  "been  for  "over  5  pounds"  .and  "^  pcmds  end. 
under",  respectively,  from  January  to  July  or  Au^st,  and  "U-l/2  pounds 
and  over"  and  "under  U-l/2  pounds",  respectively,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.    In  19^0,  hov^over,  the  "5  pound  and  under"  and  "over  5  pounds"  quo- 
tations were  carried  for  most  of  the  year,    A  single  quotation  in  each 
weight  class  includes  all  of  the  heavy  breeds.    Month.ly  averages  of  these 
prices  arc  given  in  table  5» 

No  quotations  have  been  compiled  for  Leghorn  hcns» 

Figure  3  shoves  how  weekly  averages  of  the  seventeen  series  of  1  ricos 
given  in  the  tables  varied  in  1939-^0»  The  price  relationships  an.d  soasona 
movements  in  this  yc;ar  arc  fairly  tj'pical  of  recent  years « 


R.  J. 


■] 
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Table  1.-  Chickens,  live;    VJliolesale  price  of  (Barred)  Plj-mouth  Sock, 

oy  classes,  Chicago,  I93I  ^0  date 


Fryers 


1931 
1932 

1933 
I93U 

1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
19^0  1/ 

19^1  1/ 

1931 
1932 
1933 
193^ 
1935 
1936 

1937 
1938 
1939 
19^0 
I9U1 

1931 
1932 
1933 
193^ 

1935 
1936 

1937 
1938 
1939 
19^ 
19^1 


16.0 


13. 8 

23^0 


23.2 
17.6 
16.7 

19.5 


16.0 


23.9 

16.9 
19.8 


23.3 

23,6 

2U.g 

22.5 

2U.U 

2'4.S 

2i+.8 

26.2 

25. g 

25.6 

22^0 

23.8 

2^4.7 

13.9 

21.1 

20.8 

25. 8 

22.8 

18.9 

22.5 

19.2 

16.6 

13.8 

1U.2 

22.0 

18.6 

15.8 

12.6 

12. U 

25,1 

22.9 

20.3 

17J 

16.1 

23.6 

20.8 

18.3 

18. q 

18,6 

25.9 

25.1 

21.0 

17^2 

25.0 

21.2 

22.1 

23.9 

22.5 

18.8 

18 

19.9 

19.7 

18.2 

15.9 

Roasters, 


1^.6 
16.1 
20.0 
25^0 
13.2  20.5 


23.5 
19.8 
18.2 
20.1 


15.6 
19.0 
20.0 

25.3 

2U.5 

22J 
20.2 
22.1 


22.9 

27.5 
26,3 
2o.S 
22. H 

21  ;9 

22.2 


25.9 
24.8 

27.7 
27. H 

2'4.5 
22.2 
2h.O 

19.5 


20,2 

2I+.8 
22.6 

27.1 
23.6 
20.  i^- 
22.7 
19.6 


_  1.  ■■ 
2'S> 
19iO 
18.3 
22.7 
20.1 
23^8 
22.8 
19.3 
19.5 
17.6 


ht 


16,0 
ik.O 

19.1 
20.6 

is;9 

2k'X 

16.6 

i'^.6, 
17.3 


19,3 
13,9 
12.2 

17.^ 

18,5 

16.8 
23. ^+ 
16.0 

15.9 
16.^ 


T6T 

10.5 
1^.7 
19.0 

1^.9 
21.5 
15.^ 
15.1 
15. 8 


i678" 
10.3 

iKk 
19,5 

ll-r.5 

21.9 

15.^'- 
15.0 
16.1 


I  ear 

Feb,  . 

Mar.  , 

Apr.  . 

• 

May .  Jtme 

'.J^ily 

Aug.  jSept. 

Oct.  . 

JMOV.  . 

Dec . 

:  Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

V  "fc  . 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

ct._ 

Ct. 

Broilers 

1931 

19.^!- 

24.7 

20.8 

19,3 

1932 

16.1 

13.7 

1933 

lo.O 

19J 

21.7 

19.6 

16.3 

13. 8 

11.9 

12.2 

23.0 

2b. 2 

2U.3 

23.1 

20.9 

19.1 

15-6 

17.3 

1935 

:  21.8 

23.1 

24. U 

2U.I 

21.6 

19.6 

16.8 

18.2 

19.6 

20.0 

1936 

:  25:8 

2U.I 

2U.I 

25.^ 

2U.9 

23.5 

IS. 5 

16.1 

16.0 

16.0 

i6;7 

16:9 

1937 

:  21.3 

23.8 

26.0 

2U.7 

23.8 

19.5 

21.2 

23.3 

2i+.5 

25.8 

25.0 

2^.2 

1938 

!  20.6 

20.3 

21.9 

23.^ 

21.0 

18.6 

17.2 

16.6 

17.1 

17:9 

18^7 

16.3 

1939 

:  16.5 

17rl 

19.2 

19.2 

18.5 

18.5 

17.0 

15.1 

17.7 

18.0 

17.5 

i5.i 

I9U0 

.  l5.U 

17.9 

19.1 

21.1 

22.9 

18.U 

17.3 

17.6 

17.3 

18.0 

18.7 

17.9 

I9U1 

18.0 

18.9 

21.0 

_21J_ 

.1U_ 

15.8 

10.8 
ll'.l 
15.0 
20^9 
IU.2 
23  I2 
16.2 
lG'.2 

17.6 


Roasters,  heavy 


12.1  1U.6 

18. U 
22.2 


19.7 
21.8 


Avert-^gss  conpuled  from 
1/    Not  quoted. 


22',1 
23.6 


23.8 
23.9 


25:6 
21.6 


2U.0  19.7 


17.^ 
15.3 

18. 5 


lk,0 

17.5 
20.0 

17,9 

i5,o 

15.2 

i5.6 


Try 

12.1 

11.0 

15.1 

19r7 
15r3 
21.5 

1^.9 
13.9 
15.^ 


TO 
10.0 
10:0 
15.0 
19.^ 
15.0 
21.1 

iu:5 

13^2 

15.^ 


15,3 
10.8 

11:7 
16.7 
21.6 

i^J 
22.1 
16:6 
13. 3 
17.6 


compilations  of  daily  prices  from  the  Chicago  Price  Current, 


JU1I3  1941 

Ta"ble  2.- 
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Chickens,  live:    I'.Tiolessle  price  of  I'fhite  (PljTBOutli)  Rock, 
"by  clas<=ies,  Chicago,  193^  "'^o  date 


Year 


1931 
1932 
1533 
193^ 
1935 
193  b 

1937 
193  s 
1939 
19^0 

19^1 


1931 
1932 

1933 
193I1 

1935 
1936 
1937 
193s 
1939 
19^0 

19^41 


Jan,   iFeh;   .Mar;   ^Apr;  '.  May  iJune  iJuly  Aug. 


Ct.  Ct. 


Lii    ^ii.    ^ii-  91*. 

Broilers 

2I+.7 


.Sept., Oct;  .  Tov. .  Dec, 

•  t  •  • 

"""ctT"  ~cT.""   ot^  cTl 


20.6 

2^!5 
20.6 
20i6 

16.1 

lg,0 


21.0 

22.2 
23.6 
22. G 
20.0 
16,7 

17:^ 
IB.b 


2U.2 
23.3 
2^.1 
25.3 
21,9 
19.'+ 
19.^ 
20.3 


20.6 

23.0 
2U.3 

25r5 
2^1.6 

23.9 

19.3 
21.0 

20.9 


IS. 8 
21.9 
21.7 
2^1.7 
23. S 

21. g 

IS'U 
23.0 


16.1 
16.0 

isj 

18.0 

19.5 
13.1 
IS.U 
15,9 


Ih  U 
l^.U 

16.9 
16.0 
16.9 

21.2 

17> 
16, U 

16.9 


20. g 

13  .7 
11.0 
1U.6 
17.2 
16.0 
23.^ 
16.5 
15.1 
17.^ 


19.3 

11. U 
16,2 
19.0 

2U.I 
17.0 
17.8 

17.5 


20.0 

16. C 

25. g 

17:9 

Ig.O 

Ig.l 


16.7 

26.0 

ig.7 

17^^ 
IS. 6 


16:2 
2U.2 
16,2 
15J 
17.5 


Roasters,  heavy 


16.0 


IS.U 
22.1 


1U.6 


2U.I  . 
I8.9 

16.7  19.5 
19.6  21.2 


Averages  computed  from 
!_/    ITot  quoted. 


22.0 
23.2 


23. g 


27.0 

.21^ 


17-3 

2U.6   20. ii  ig.5 


19.8 

17. 8 

15. g 
16.0 
16.6 


16.3 
12.2 
10.9 
15.6 
19.6 
15.7 
21.5 
15.1 
lU.O 

15.7 


17.0 
11.2 
10.5 
16.0 
19.8 
I5.U 
21.1+ 
15.2 

13-5 
16.0 


15.9 
10.9 
12.0 

17.3 
22.2 

15.1 
22. b 
17.0 
13.6 
18.0 


1931  . 

25.6 

21.1 

18  J 

1932  ! 

18.7 

16.6 

13. s 

11.!+ 

1933  - 

21.9 

13.6 

15.2 

11.3 

193^4  : 

23^3 

2^.1 

22.2 

17,9 

15.6 

15.5 

1935  ■ 

23.8 

25rl 

23.9 

19,3 

17r5 

18.1 

1936  ! 

2U.9 

26.U 

26.1 

25.2 

20.1 

17^0 

1937  ' 

25. g- 

25.2 

26.0 

21.7 

22.3 

23.2 

1938 

21. g' 

23.8 

25.5 

22.9 

13.5 

I8.3 

1939 

20. U 

20.1 

19  .\ 

20.1 

17.9 

19U0  1/ 

19^1  1/ 

Roasters 

,  light 

1931 

28.5+ 

23.1 

19.2 

16.3 

17.0 

15.9 

1932 

!  16.0 

19.0 

15.8 

13.9 

11.5 

11.2 

10.9 

1933 

1I+.6 

18.1 

13.5 

12.0 

10.1 

9.7 

11.0 

193^ 

!   13. g 

15.8 

17.0 

21.6 

25.7 

2U.8 

22.0 

18.0 

16.6 

15+.3 

II+.6 

IU.6 

1935  < 

!  IS.3 

25.0 

23.0 

20.3 

20.0 

17. g 

18.6 

19.7 

21.1 

1936 

!  23.0 

25.0 

25.3 

27. U 

23.0 

23.0 

2'4.2 

lg*£ 

16. U 

1U.5 

IU.5 

lU.U 

1937 

:  17. g 

20.5 

26.8 

25.0 

23.5 

23.5 

22.7 

21.5 

22.3 

23  .3 

1933  . 

:  22.9 

23.5 

2^1.5 

26.9 

25.2 

20.7 

19. g 

16  .U 

15. g 

15.5 

15.8 

16.1 

1939 

:  16.7 

19.1 

22.3 

21.7 

22.0 

23.8 

19. g 

15.6 

15.9 

1H.5 

15.0 

16.0 

19  Ho 

!  16.2 

13.2 

19.7 

21.5 

2U.H 

20.0 

17.8 

17.6 

16.3 

15.3 

17.7 

19H1 

!  lg.9 

19  .H 

21.2 

21.2 

19.2 

tdj.b    ^-L.?  .  — 

compilations  of  daily  prices  from  the  Chicago  Price  Cuxrent, 
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Tatle  3.-  Chickens,  live:    VHiolesale  price  of '-Colored,  "by  classes, 

Chicago,  1931  to  date 


1931 
1932 
1933 
193^ 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 

1939 
19^0  1/ 

19^1  1/ 

1931 
1932 

1933  • 

193^ 

1935 

1936 

1937 

193  s 

1939 

19^40 
19^1 

1931 

1932 
1933 
193^ 
1935 
1936 
1937 
193  s 

1939 
19^0 
19U1 


Year 

Jan.* , 

Mar . 

• 

Anr . 

Jtme  1 

July;  Aug.; 

Sept  1 

Oct. ; 

• 

Hov .  * 

Dpc 

:  Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

ct. 

Ct.-  Ct. 

Broilers 

ct. 

cu 

u  t  . 

Ct. 

1931 

19.7 

16.6 

1932 

18.1 

l5+.i+ 

1U.2 

12.8 

1933 

20.6 

17.5 

1^.7 

12.1 

10.7 

10.7 

193^ 

20.1 

2U.2 

23 .0 

21.8 

IS. 6 

16.1 

1^.2 

16.1 

1935 

5  20.6 

22.2 

23  .6 

23.3 

21.1 

17.9 

15.2 

16.9 

19.0 

20.0 

1936 

:  2U.3 

23  .3 

2i;.7 

2^1.1 

22.6 

16.9 

15.5 

1U.9 

15.0 

15.7 

15.8 

1937 

•  19.9 

22.0 

25.0 

23 .2 

22.8 

19.0 

19.8 

21.8 

22.2 

23  .8 

2^,0 

23.1 

193  s 

:  20.6 

20.0 

21.2 

22. s 

20.7 

17.0 

15.6 

1^.7 

15.5 

16.7 

17.7 

15.2 

1939 

:  15.3 

16.2 

17.9 

18.3 

17.1 

17.5 

15.U 

13.2 

15.'+ 

15.5 

15.2 

1^.6 

19  Uo 

;  lU.i 

15.1 

16.^ 

lg.8 

21.2 

17.0 

15.9 

16.1 

15.5 

16.2 

16.3 

16.6 

I9U1 

:  17.2 

17. s 

IS. 9 

20.2 

IS. 5 

dryers 


16.0 

13.1 
18.0 
22.1 
16.3 
22.3 
16.1 
lU.U 
17.6 


16.0 
11.2 

17.8 
21  .U 

22.2 

IU.2 
IS.l 


21. U  22.0 


22.0 


20.7 
17.1 


23.6 
23  .8 

22.2 
18. 7 


23.8 

23.9 
2U.9 
23. 8 
23.2 
18. 5 


21.3 
20.3 

23.7 
22.5 
2U.6 
2^.2 
21 .3 
17.9 


17.3 
16.6 
20.5 
I8.I4- 

23.5 
19.7 
17.1 
18.1 


24~r 
1U.6 
13.1 

ISA 

16.0 

18 .3 

19.9 
16.1 

15.7 


20.2 
12.6 
10.8 
1U.5 
16.9 

15.5 
21.7 

13.3 


"id75 

13.1 
10.7 

1^.7 
16.7 

20.1 


20.1 
13.7 
15.1 
19.5 
2U.0 

18. 5 
22.7 
17.6 
15.6 
18.U 


22.0 

13.9 
17.0 
20.0 
2U.2 

22.8 

19.7 
16.4 

19.3 


Roasters,  light 

26.7  21.9 


21.6 

25.6 
2U.O 
2U.6 
20.0 
18.8 

.20^ 


23.5 
26.1 

25.3 
23.0 
20.0 
22.3 
18.1 


18.!+ 

23.2 
20. U 
25.8 
22.0 
18.5 
20.5 
18.1 


17.^ 

i6.i+ 
20.1 

17.9 
21.0 
20.8 
17.3 
17.7 
16.2 


1^.2 
12.0 
16.5 

18.2 
17.0 
21.8 
1^.7 
13.7 
15.9 


17.2 
12.5 
10.5 
15.0 
16.5 
1U.3 
20.1 
lU.l 

13.9 
IU.5 


15.3 
10.8 

9.^ 
13.5 
17.4 
12.9 
20.0 
13.2 
13.0 
13.9 


16.0 
10. k 
8.8 

13.^ 
18.6 
12.6 
20.8 
13.8 
13.0 
1^.3 


15.1+ 
10.1 
10.2 
l!+.0 
20.1 
13.2 
22.0 

l!+.9 
Ik.k 

16.1 


Roasters,  heavy 


16.8 
13.7 


16.1 
19.5 


IS.9 
22, k 


23.2 
20, k 


22.1  17.8 


15.3 

16.0 

15. u 

11.1 

10  .U 

10.1 

9.9 

9.5 

11.1 

15.8 

13.8 

IU.6 

16.3 

17.8 

17.9 

13.6 

21.2 

15.7 

1^.1 

1^4.3 

1U.I+ 

15.^ 

20.0 

19.7 

20.6 

1^.3 

13.5 

13.8 

15.8 

13.7 

lk,2 

12.^ 

12.3 

12.5 

8  17.1 

IU.7 

IU.2 

1U.8 

16.5 

^.verages  computed  from 
Not  quoted. 


I6.U 

-20_r6. 

compilations  of  daily  prices  from  the  Chicago  Price  Current 
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Ta'ble  U-.-  Chickens,  live:    ^'Hnolesale  price  of  Leghorns,  "by  classes, 

Chicago,  1930  to  date 


Year 

,  Jan.. . 

Feh.  1 

Mar. ', 

Atir .  * 

May 

June  . 

July ', 

Aug. ; 

SeT)"b . 

Oct.  i 

ITov . ', 

Dec . 

Ct . 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

ct. 

G  t . 

Ct. 

Broilers 

,  light 

1930 

21.7 

18.2 

IS. 2 

IS.9 

1931 

20.6 

18. 5 

18.^ 

17.6 

15.3 

1932 

15.0 

12.6 

13.2 

12..U 

12.3 

1933 

13.2 

11.6 

11.0 

10.1 

1931+ 

17. 8 

IU.8 

13.1 

1935 

17.6 

ih.k 

iKi 

17.1 

16.5 

1936 

22.0 

22.^ 

22.2 

17.2 

15.6 

15.1 

1937 

21.8 

19.6 

16.1+ 

I8.U 

21.0 

1938 

18. U 

15.6 

15.2 

1U.3 

1939 

17.0 

15.2 

1^.7 

13.5 

1U.8 

1'4.2 

I9U0 

19.0 

20.0 

17.9 

15.3 

15.0 

13.5 

12.U 

11.1; 

10.9 

I9U1 

•  12.0 

12.5 

19.0 

I8.3 

Broilers 

,  heavy 

1930 

t  25. S 

27.0 

32.3 

30.0 

28.6 

22.1 

20.9 

20. h 

1931 

31.2 

31.1 

25.7 

20.8 

20.2 

18.1 

15.3 

1932 

19.9 

17.2 

13.^4 

13  .3 

12.2 

11.6 

9.7 

9.5 

1933 

17.8 

17.2 

16.0 

13.2 

11.6 

10,2 

9.5 

193=+ 

21.6 

20. 

17.0 

13.8 

13.8 

1U.9 

1935 

21.0 

20.8 

21  .U 

19.^^ 

15.3 

1U.8 

16. 1| 

15.2 

1936 

23.3 

19.9 

16.5 

15.1 

1937 

21.8 

18. 5 

18.U 

21.0 

193  s 

21.5 

20.1 

16.U 

15.3 

13.5 

13 .1 

1939 

16.8 

17.8 

16.7 

1U.9 

12.U 

13.1 

11.1 

10.1 

I9U0 

1/ 

I9U1 

19. 8 

18.^ 

Chickens 

1930 

:  17.3 

19.1 

21.8 

18.U 

15.7 

— '  •  J 

13.9 

1931 

:  15.7 

17.5 

12.2 

11.9 

1932 

12.0 

12.9 

8.6 

1933 

193^ 

9.3 

11.2 

12.3 

13.2 

• 

16.U 

1935- 

13.7 

1U.5 

16.1 

16.1 

15.3 

1936 

13.8 

12.3 

11.5 

11 

1937 

.  12.1 

13 .0 

19.8 

18.^ 

17.^ 

15.9 

193  s 

•  16.7 

iS.o 

16.0 

12.8 

11.9 

11.8 

1939 

13.0 

13 .0 

9.6 

I9U0 

:  9.8 

10.0 

19^1 

1/ 

Avereges  computed  from 
1/    Not  quoted. 


compilations  of  daily  prices  from  the  Chicago  Price  Current, 
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Satle  5.-  Eens,  live:    Fnolesals  price  at  Chicago,  I93C  to  date 


Year 

;  Jan. . 

Fet. ! 

• 

Mar. ; 

Apr. ; 

May  . 

June . 

Jul;''. 

Aug. 

•  3eT)t  • . 

Oct. ! 

ITov . . 

Dec. 

•    b  X>  • 

W  If  . 

0  u  . 

ct 

Ct 

Ct 

.  2p.2 

2D  .(d 

d(  ,0 

c:  (  .1 

23  »3 

OT  0 

1  s  )< 

ib,;;;) 

Tli  7 

1931 

:  19.2 

20,0 

22.3 

OA  n 
ciU  .1 

1  a  c 
±6  .t 

-  k  ^ 

T  7 

■'7  n 

19;,  2 

>  lo  ,5 

17»b 

lo  .0 

IO.'t 

14.7 

T  "7  "7 

13  .7 

1^.  / 

il  .-1. 

11/  .M- 

It  ,9 

19:)3 

12.7 

13  #0 

12  .H- 

TO  C 
12.5 

T  A  A 

11.3 

T  A  T 

0  7 

9  '7 

57 

0,0 

193^ 

.  11.9 

13 

15*0 

15»o 

13  *y 

TO    )  1 

12. M- 

TOT 

T   A  A 

Ih-.I 

T  T  7 
11.7 

11  ,0 

>  1 0 .  d 

±0  ,c: 

on  1 
2U,_) 

19  .1 

1  /  .D . 

ICC 

•  190 

17. b 

io 

17  7 

-lo  ,5 

1936 

:  21. S 

23.1 

22.9 

22.1 

19.9 

19  .3 

17.7 

16.9 

15. 3 

12.9 

12.6 

1937 

13.3 

17.7 

19.7 

19.7 

13.C 

16.9 

18. 5 

20.0 

19.1 

IB.3 

16.9 

17. s 

193  s 

:  22.U 

21.0 

22.6 

21.3 

20.2 

13.5 

17.^ 

16.8 

16, S 

1^.5 

13.^ 

iJ+.o 

1939 

17.6 

13.3 

13.8 

17.5 

15.5 

1^.7 

1U.3 

1U.5 

1U.7 

12.5 

11.2 

11.3 

19  Uo 

1^.9 

17.0 

16.5 

16.6 

16.3 

13.7 

15.3 

15.0 

16.0, 

13.1 

12.6 

13.5 

19^1 

13.0 

ISA 

20.5 

21.6 

20.3 

He 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 

1935 
1936 

1937 
1933 

1939 

19^0 
19^^1 


2SX 
20.5 
17. ^4 
12.9 
11.9 
16. 3 
21.6 
13.0 

21.5 
17.6 
15.1 
16.9 


25. S 

20.2 
15.2 
11.9 
IU.2 
20.1 
20.8 
13.3 

19.5 
16.5 

15.9 

19.3_ 

i-verages  computed  from  comiDil-^.tions 


24.1 
17.9 
15.5 
12.1 

12.5 
17. i+ 
21.2 
16.9 
19.^4 
17.1 
15.0 
16.7 


25.0 
20.3 
15.3 
11.7 

ih,h 

13.2 
21.0 
13.3 
IS.9 

17.3 
15.0 

17.^ 


20.5 

17.9 
12.9 

11.9 

13  .3 
20.^ 
18. 7 

17.3 
IS. 5 
15.0 
1U.9 

13._X_ 


19.7 

20.2 

20. s 

22. i| 

20.1 

18,5 

18.6 

17.7 

18.8 

20.1+ 

20.8 

19.1 

17.8 

16.2 

12.3 

13.3 

1^.8 

15.7 

1^.3 

13.1 

12.8 

10.6 

11.6 

11.1+ 

11.8 

11.9 

10,1 

10.8 

12.3 

12.6 

1U.5 

17.1 

IU.8 

13. 3 

li|.2 

17.^+ 

16.2 

17.9 

20.7 

20.3 

19.^ 

20,^ 

18. 3 

13.2 

18. 7 

19.2 

17.3 

16.6 

15.9 

17.^ 

13.3 

21.5 

22.5 

22.0 

20.7 

20.3 

17.8 

17.3 

17.6 

12.5 

17.5 

16.7 

17.2 

l!+.0 

ik.h 

1^.7 

16.6 

15.0 

1^.2 

13.9 

1U.5 

I5.C 

16.0 

15.1 

-<k  0 

1^.5 

of .  daily,  prices  from  the  Chicago  Price  Current, 
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-  ,                      imUX  OF  SPECIAL  SIBJECTS  DISCU3SSD  III  THE 

POULTRY  AND  EGG  SITUATION 

Page 

Wholesale  prices  of  live  fov;].s  and  chickens  at 

Chicago,  1930-31  to  I9UO-4I  . . . ,,   lU 

A  moving  Fea?onal  ndjiistnent  for  egg  prices  ••••  .13 

O-atlook  for  turkeys  in  KUi   11 

Dov/nward  trend  in  costs  of  egg  production  ......  1^ 

United  States  fr reign  trode  in  r>oultr,y  products 

in  I9I+O  '.   12 

EstiiTiated -  storage  margin  on  shell  eggs  per  dozon, 

averages  iqic«35  and  l925-3'4,  annual  1935-^0  •  2 

^SS-j  r^r  do::en:    Estimated  stora.^e  .•nar:':in, 

1916-37   9 

Geographic  location  of  storage  stocks  of  eg,;,-s  ••  6—2 

Geographic  location  of  storage  stocks  of  poultry  11 

Factors  affecting  tho.nverage  price  received  hy 

fa-raers  for  turkeys  in  the  United  States  I3-I6 

Poultry  ar.d  egg  outlook  for  19^1    — * 

Chick  Hatchery  Survey,  1937-38    II-I3 

A  comparison  of  fouj  feed-egg  ratios    IO-I3 

Eoed-egg  ratio  defined    10-11 


I  ssue^ 

Jvne  I9U1 
May  I9U1 
March  I9U1 
March  I9U1 

Fetruary  I9U1  || 

Fohruary  I9U1 

Fehruary  1,  I938 
Decemher  I9U0 
Novemhcr  19^'-0 

October  I9U0 
Soptcnbor  I9U0 
August  I9U0 
May  1,  I9U0 
Decemher  I939 


